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WRITING 

PRIMARY CURRICULUM - SUMMARY of Language and literacy 
6.1 Teachers should develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, writing and vocabulary as integral aspects of the teaching of every subject. English is both a subject in its own right and 
the medium for teaching; for pupils, understanding the language provides access to the whole curriculum. Fluency in the English language is an essential foundation for success in all 
subjects.  

6.2 Spoken language  

 Pupils should be taught to speak clearly and convey ideas confidently using Standard English. They should learn to justify ideas with reasons; ask questions to check understanding; 
develop vocabulary and build knowledge; negotiate; evaluate and build on the ideas of others; and select the appropriate register for effective communication. They should be taught to 
give well-structured descriptions and explanations and develop their understanding through speculating, hypothesising and exploring ideas. This will enable them to clarify their thinking 
as well as organise their ideas for writing.  
 

6.3 Reading and writing  

Teachers should develop pupils’ reading and writing in all subjects to support their acquisition of knowledge. Pupils should be taught to read fluently, understand extended prose 
(both fiction and non-fiction) and be encouraged to read for pleasure. Schools should do everything to promote wider reading. They should provide library facilities and set ambitious 
expectations for reading at home. Pupils should develop the stamina and skills to write at length, with accurate spelling and punctuation. They should be taught the correct use of 
grammar. They should build on what they have been taught to expand the range of their writing and the variety of the grammar they use. The writing they do should include narratives, 
explanations, descriptions, comparisons, summaries and evaluations: such writing supports them in rehearsing, understanding and consolidating what they have heard or read.  
 

6.4 Vocabulary development  

 Pupils’ acquisition and command of vocabulary are key to their learning and progress across the whole curriculum. Teachers should therefore develop vocabulary actively, building 
systematically on pupils’ current knowledge. They should increase pupils’ store of words in general; simultaneously, they should also make links between known and new vocabulary 
and discuss the shades of meaning in similar words. In this way, pupils expand the vocabulary choices that are available to them when they write. In addition, it is vital for pupils’ 
comprehension that they understand the meanings of words they meet in their reading across all subjects, and older pupils should be taught the meaning of instruction verbs that they 
may meet in examination questions. It is particularly important to induct pupils into the language which defines each subject in its own right, such as accurate mathematical and 
scientific language.  
 

AIMS  - The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:  

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding  

• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information  

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language  

• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage  

• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences  

• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas  

• are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate. 
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New curriculum overview - WRITING 

Summary Y1 Summary Y2 Summary Y3/4 Summary Y5/6 
 

 
 

• Writing will develop at a slower 
pace than their reading  

• Encode the sounds they hear in 
words (spelling) 

• Develop the physical skill needed 
for handwriting 

• Learn how to organise their ideas 
in writing 

• Correct misspelling of words 
taught.  
 

 
Beginning of Y2:  

• Compose individual sentences orally and 
then write them down 

• Spell correctly many of the words covered in 
Y1 

• Make phonetically plausible attempts at 
unknown words 

• Form individual letters correctly, 
establishing good handwriting habits 
 

During Y2:  

• Growing knowledge that there is not always 
an obvious connection between the way a 
word  is said and the way it is spelt 

• Motor skills develop to enable them to write 
down ideas as they orally compose 

• Be able to read and understand more 
complex writing than they are capable of 
producing themselves 

• Develop positive attitudes towards writing 
and increase stamina. 

 

• Write down ideas with a reasonable 
degree of accuracy and with good 
sentence punctuation 

• Evidence of vocabulary improving, 
sentence structure further developing 
and linguistic terminology being used 

• Enhance the effectiveness of what they 
write 

• Understand how writing can be different 
from speech 

• Write for a range of real purposes and 
audiences across the curriculum 

• Become confident in using language in a 
greater variety of situation including 
drama, formal presentations and 
debates, rehearsing poems and plays. 
 

 
Beginning of Y5:  

• Grammar and punctuation should be 
broadly accurate  

• Spelling of words taught so far should be 
broadly accurate 
 

End of Y6:  

• Writing should be fluent and effortless 
across all subjects, not just English 

•  Identify audience and purpose and select 
appropriate vocabulary and grammar 

• Control sentence structure and 
understand why 

• Understand nuances in vocabulary choices 
(consolidation, practice and discussion of 
language) 

• Enhance the effectiveness of what they 
write 

• Be confident and demonstrate enjoyment 
and mastery of language through public 
speaking, performance and debate. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Schools are required to teach the relevant programme of study by the end of the key stage. Within each key stage, schools therefore have the flexibility to introduce content earlier or later 
than set out in the programme of study. In addition, schools can introduce key stage content during an earlier key stage if appropriate. By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to 
know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 
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SPOKEN LANGUAGE 
 

• Teachers should develop pupils’ spoken language as an integral aspect of the teaching of every subject – it underpins the development of reading and writing 

• Pupils should be taught to speak clearly and convey ideas confidently using Standard English 

• They should learn to justify ideas with reasons; ask questions to check understanding; develop vocabulary and build knowledge; negotiate; evaluate and build on the ideas of others; and 
select the appropriate register for effective communication  

• The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are vital for developing their vocabulary and grammar and their understanding for writing 

• Pupils should develop a capacity to prepare their ideas before they write - effective composition involves forming, articulating and communicating ideas, and then organising them 
coherently for a reader 
 

Pupils should therefore have opportunities to work in groups of different sizes – in pairs, small groups, large groups and as a whole class. They should understand how to take turns and when 
and how to participate constructively in conversations and debates.  
Pupils should receive constructive feedback on their spoken language and listening, not only to improve their knowledge and skills but also to establish secure foundations for effective 
spoken language, helping them to achieve in secondary education and beyond.  
 
 

Spoken language Y1  Spoken language Y2 Spoken language Y3/4 Spoken language Y5/6 
  

Pupils should be taught to: 

• listen to and discuss a wide range 
of poems, stories and non-fiction 
at a level beyond that at which 
they can read independently - can 
feed into their writing and they 
begin to understand how written 
language can be structured  

• use role-play to help identify with 
and explore characters and to try 
out the language they have 
listened to 
 
Composition 

• prepare ideas before writing - 
aware of the audience, purpose 
and context 

• compose a sentence orally before 
writing it  

 
Pupils should be taught to:  

• build on the oral language skills that have 
been taught in preceding years 

• read and listen to whole books to increase 
their grammatical knowledge - helps to 
understand how different types of writing 
are structured -  can be drawn on for their 
writing 

• use role-play and other drama techniques to 
help pupils identify with and explore 
characters - have opportunities to try out the 
language they have listened to 
 
Composition 

• prepare ideas before they write - aware of 
the audience, purpose and context  

• plan or say out loud what they are going to 
write about - writing down ideas and/or key 
words, including new vocabulary - 

 
Pupils should be taught to:  

• build on the oral language skills that have 
been taught in preceding years 

• read and listen to whole books to 
increase their grammatical knowledge - 
helps to understand how different types 
of writing are structured - can be drawn 
on for their writing 

• prepare poems and play scripts to read 
aloud and perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, tone, 
volume and action  

Composition 

• prepare ideas before they write - aware 
of the audience, purpose and context 
and an increasingly wide knowledge of 
vocabulary and grammar 

• discuss writing similar to that which they 
are planning to write in order to 

 
Pupils should be taught to:  

• build on the oral language skills that have 
been taught in preceding years 

• perform their own compositions, using 
appropriate intonation, volume, and 
movement so that meaning is clear  

• prepare poems and plays to read aloud 
and to perform, showing understanding 
through intonation, tone and volume  

• discuss what they are learning - with 
confidence, enjoyment and mastery of 
language  

• discuss and evaluate how authors use 
language, including figurative language, 
considering the impact on the reader  

Composition 

• identify audience and purpose, selecting 
the appropriate form and using other 
similar writing as models 
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• discuss what they have written 
with the teacher or other pupils 

• re-read to check that it makes 
sense  

• read aloud their writing clearly 
enough to be heard by their peers 
and teacher 

• recognise sentence boundaries in 
spoken sentences and to use the 
vocabulary listed in English 
Appendix 2 (‘Terminology for 
pupils’) when their writing is 
discussed 

 
 

encapsulating what they want to say, 
sentence by sentence  

• make simple additions, revisions and 
corrections by evaluating their writing with 
the teacher and other pupils  

• re-read to check that their writing makes 
sense  

• proof-read to check for errors in spelling, 
grammar and punctuation  

• use and understand the grammatical 
terminology in English Appendix 2 in 
discussing their writing  

 

 
 

understand and learn from its structure, 
vocabulary and grammar  

• compose and rehearse sentences orally 
(including dialogue) 

• evaluate and edit by assessing the 
effectiveness of their own and others’ 
writing and suggesting improvements - 
changes to grammar and vocabulary to 
improve consistency 

• proof-read for spelling, grammar and 
punctuation errors  

• use and understand the grammatical 
terminology in English Appendix 2 
accurately and appropriately when 
discussing their writing  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• describe settings, characters and 
atmosphere (in narratives) and integrate 
dialogue to convey character and advance 
action 

• evaluate and edit by assessing the 
effectiveness of their own and others’ 
writing, and propose changes to 
vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to 
enhance effects and clarify meaning 

• proof-read for spelling, grammar and 
punctuation errors 

• use and understand the grammatical 
terminology in English Appendix 2 
accurately and appropriately in discussing 
their writing  
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VOCABULARY 
 

 
AIM:   To acquire a wide vocabulary for reading, writing and spoken language. Pupils’ acquisition and command of vocabulary are key to their learning and progress across the whole 
curriculum.  

• Teachers should develop vocabulary actively, building systematically on pupils’ current knowledge  

• They should increase pupils’ store of words   

• They should also make links between known and new vocabulary and discuss the shades of meaning in similar words so pupils expand their vocabulary choices  

• Use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary. The content should be taught at a level appropriate to the age of the pupils  

• Teachers should teach pupils the vocabulary they need to discuss their writing 

• it is vital for pupils’ comprehension that they understand the meanings of words they meet across all subjects, and older pupils should be taught the meaning of instruction verbs that 
they may meet in examination questions 

• Increasing pupils’ vocabulary, ranging from describing their immediate world and feelings to developing a broader, deeper and richer vocabulary to discuss abstract concepts and a wider 
range of topics, and to enhance their knowledge about language as a whole  

• It is particularly important to induct pupils into the language which defines each subject in its own right, such as accurate mathematical and scientific language.  
 

Opportunities for teachers to enhance pupils’ vocabulary arise naturally from their reading and writing 
 
 

Vocabulary Y1 Vocabulary Y2 Vocabulary Y3/4 Vocabulary Y5/6 

  
Pupils should be taught to:  

• use relevant strategies to build 
their vocabulary 

• describe their immediate world 
and feelings  

• hear, share and discuss a wide 
range of high-quality books to 
develop a love of reading and 
broaden their vocabulary 

 
Pupils should be taught to:  

• use relevant strategies to build their 
vocabulary 

• read and listen to whole books to increase 
vocabulary to use in own writing 

• participate in discussion about books, poems 
that are read to them and those that they 
can read for themselves, to clarify the 
meanings of words, linking new meanings to 
known vocabulary  

• discuss their favourite words and phrases  

• write down ideas and/or key words, 
including new vocabulary  

 
 

 

 
Pupils should be taught to:  

• use relevant strategies to build their 
vocabulary 

• listen frequently to stories, poems, non-
fiction and other writing, including whole 
books - discussing words and phrases 
that capture the reader’s interest and 
imagination 

• demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, distinguish shades of meaning 
among related words and use age-
appropriate, academic vocabulary 

• compose and rehearse sentences orally 
(including dialogue), progressively 
building a varied and rich vocabulary 

 

• Teachers should continue to emphasise 
pupils’ enjoyment and understanding of 
language, especially vocabulary, to support 
their reading and writing 

Pupils should be taught to:  

• use relevant strategies to build vocabulary  

• understand nuances in vocabulary choice 
and age-appropriate, academic vocabulary 

• consolidate, practice and discuss language 

• reflect their understanding of the audience 
and purpose of their writing by selecting 
appropriate vocabulary and grammar 

• propose changes to vocabulary to enhance 
effects and clarify meaning 

• recognise vocabulary and structures that 
are appropriate for formal speech and 
writing, including subjunctive forms 
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Handwriting Y1 Handwriting Y2 Handwriting Y3/4 Handwriting Y5/6 
 

 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• sit correctly and hold a pencil 
correctly  

• form lower-case, capitals letters 
and 0-9 digits correctly 

• left-handed pupils should receive 
specific teaching to meet their 
needs 

Handwriting requires frequent and 
discrete direct teaching 

Pupils should be taught to: 

• form lower-case letters of the correct size 
relative to one another  

• start using some of the diagonal & horizontal 
strokes needed to join letters and 
understand which letters (when adjacent) 
are best left unjoined 

• write capital letters and digits of the correct 
size, orientation and relationship to one 
another and to lower case letters 

Revise and practice correct letter formation 
frequently. Should be taught to join as soon as 
they can form letters securely with correct 
orientation 

Joined handwriting should be the norm. 
 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• use the diagonal and horizontal strokes 
that are needed to join letters and 
understand which letters (when 
adjacent) are best left unjoined 
 

Handwriting should continue to be taught – 
increase the legibility, consistency, quality 
and pace should increase 
 

Pupils should be taught to: 

• write legibly, fluently and with increasing 
speed 

• be clear about what standard of 
handwriting is appropriate for a particular 
task. For example, quick notes, formal 
presentation, printed for form filling etc. 

• choose the writing implement best suited 
to a task. 
 

Handwriting should continue to be practised 
to increase the speed. 
 

Spelling Y1 Spelling Y2 Spelling Y3/4 Spelling Y5/6 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf 

 

 

 
See English Appendix 1  

• Reading should be taught 
alongside spelling 

• Spell words containing each of the 
40+ phonemes taught 

• Spell common exception words 

• Spell days of the week 

• Name the letters of the alphabet 

• Add suffixes - -s, -es (as the plural) 

• Using prefix un- 

• Using  -ing, -ed, -er, & -est (when 
not changing root word) 

• Write simple sentences dictated 
by the teacher (applying GPCs & 
common exception words taught) 

 
 

See English Appendix 1  

• Segment words into phonemes and 
generally choose the correct grapheme 
to represent these 

• Spellings should be phonetically plausible 

• Learn new ways of spelling phonemes for 
which one or more spellings are already 
known 

• Spell common exception words 

• Spell more words with contracted forms 

• Learn the possessive apostrophe 

• Distinguish between homophones and 
near-homophones 

• Add suffixes to spell longer words, -ment, 
-ness, -ful, -less, -ly 

• Write simple sentences dictated by the 
teacher (applying GPCs, common 
exception words & punctuation taught) 

See English Appendix 1  

• Spell common words correctly 

• Use further prefixes and suffixes (dis-, mis-, 
-ation, -ly) and understand how to use 
them 

• Spell further homophones 

• Spell words that are often misspelt 

• Use the possessive apostrophe accurately 
(regular and irregular plurals) 

• Spell the words in the Y3/4 wordlist 

• Use the first two or three letters of a word 
to check its spelling in a dictionary 

• Write simple sentences dictated by the 
teacher (applying words & punctuation 
taught so far) 
 

See English Appendix 1  

• Use further prefixes and suffixes ( -fer, -able, 
-ible, -cial) and understand how to use them 

• Spell words with ‘silent’ letters (e.g. psalm, 
solemn) 

• Continue to distinguish between 
homophones 

• Use knowledge of morphology and 
etymology to understand that the spelling of 
some words needs to be learnt specifically 

• Spell the words in the Y5/6 wordlist 

• Use dictionaries to check the spelling and 
meaning of words 

• Use the first three or four letters of a word 
to check it’s spelling and/or meaning in a 
dictionary 

• Use a thesaurus 
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Composition Y1 Composition Y2 Composition Y3/4 Composition Y5/6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PLAN:  
Say out loud what going to write 
about. Orally rehearse before writing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DRAFT AND WRITE:  

• Compose a sentence orally before 
writing it 

• Sequence sentences to form short 
narratives 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EVALUATE AND EDIT:  

• Discuss what they’ve written with 
the teacher or other pupils 

• Begin to read their writing out 
loud 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PLAN:  
Read & listen to whole books to help them 
understand how different types of writing are 
structured and to increase vocabulary and 
grammar knowledge.  
Planning / saying what going to write about. 
Write down ideas, including new vocabulary. 
Summarising sentence by sentence  
 
DRAFT AND WRITE:  

• Compose sentences orally and write 
them down. 

• Write narratives (personal experiences 
and those of others – real & fictional) 

• Write about real events 

• Write poetry 

• Write for different purposes 

• Develop stamina for writing 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EVALUATE AND EDIT:  

• Evaluate their writing with the teacher or 
other pupils 

• Re-read to check that their writing makes 
sense and verbs are used correctly 

• Read their writing out loud 
 
 
 

 
 

 

PLAN:  
Use models of stories, poems and non-fiction 
(extracts and whole books) and learn from their 
structure, vocabulary and grammar. Discuss 
and record ideas, beginning to consider 
audience and purpose 
 
 
 
DRAFT AND WRITE:  

• Compose and rehearse sentences orally 
progressively building a rich vocabulary 
and an increasing range of sentence 
structures 

• Organise paragraphs around a theme 

• Narrative -create settings / characters / 
plot 

• Non-narrative – use simple organisational 
devices, e.g. headings and sub-headings 

• Write first draft pieces confidently –
focusing primarily on composition 

 
 
 
EVALUATE AND EDIT:  

• Suggest improvements to their own work 
and begin to do this for the writing of 
others 

• Change grammar and vocabulary to 
improve consistency 

• Use of pronouns 

• Amend first draft pieces 

• Read aloud their own writing, using 
appropriate intonation and volume 

 

 

PLAN: 
Identify audience and purpose, selecting the 
appropriate form. Record notes and initial ideas. 
In narrative – think about developing characters 
and settings (based on what they’ve read, 
listened to or seen performed) 
 
 
 
DRAFT AND WRITE:  

• Select appropriate grammar and vocabulary 
– understand that choices can change and 
enhance meaning 

• Describe settings / characters / atmosphere 
and integrate dialogue 

• précising longer passages  

• Use a wide range of resources to build 
cohesion within and across paragraphs 

• Use organisational and presentational 
devices to structure texts, e.g. headings, 
bullet points, underlining 

• Write first draft pieces confidently –
focusing primarily on composition 

 
EVALUATE AND EDIT:  

• Assess the effectiveness of their own and 
others’ writing 

• Change vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation to enhance effects and clarify 
meaning 

• Ensure consistent and correct use of tense 
throughout 

• Correct subject and verb agreement 

• Amend first draft pieces 
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PROOFREAD:  
Re-read what they have written to 
check that it makes sense 

 
 
PROOFREAD:  
Check for spelling, punctuation and 
grammatical errors. Do this at distance from 
the writing process with a fresh pair of eyes 
 
 
 

 
 
PROOFREAD:  
Check for spelling, punctuation and 
grammatical errors. Initially do this at distance 
from the writing process with a fresh pair of 
eyes; moving to proofreading during the writing 
process when the skill is embedded  

• Perform their own compositions, using 
appropriate intonation and volume 

 
PROOFREAD:  
Check for spelling, punctuation and grammatical 
errors. Initially do this at distance from the 
writing process with a fresh pair of eyes; moving 
to proofreading during the writing process when 
the skill is embedded 

Grammar Y1 Grammar Y2 Grammar Y3/4 Grammar Y5/6 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/English_Appendix_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf  
This shows when concepts should be introduced first, not necessarily when they should be completely understood. It is very important, therefore, that the content in earlier years be revisited in subsequent years to 
consolidate knowledge and build on pupils’ understanding. Teachers should also go beyond the content set out here if they feel it is appropriate. 
 

 

 
 
See English Appendix 2 

• Leave spaces between words 

• Join words and clauses using ‘and’ 

• Learn the grammar for Year 1 

• Use grammatical terminology  

 
See English Appendix 2 

• Learn how to use sentences with 
different forms (statement, question, 
exclamation, command) 

• Expand noun phrases to describe and 
specify (the blue butterfly) 

• Use present and past tenses correctly & 
consistently 

• Use subordination (using when, if, that 
or because) and co-ordination (using or, 
and and but) 

• Learn the grammar for Year 2 and use the 
grammatical terminology  

• Learn how to use some features of 
written Standard English 

 
See English Appendix 2 

• Teach grammar explicitly and let pupils 
apply in own writing 

• Use clauses – if, when, because, although 

• Use present perfect form of verbs and past 
tense 

• Use nouns and pronouns used for clarity 
and cohesion 

• Use conjunctions, adverbs and 
prepositions (time & cause) 

• Use fronted adverbials 

• Indicate possession using possessive 
apostrophe 

• Use and punctuate direct speech 

• Learn the grammar for Years 3 & 4 and use 
the grammatical terminology  

• Learn some of the differences between 
Standard English and non-Standard English 
 

 
See English Appendix 2 

• Use and understand grammatical 
terminology accurately and appropriately 

• Recognise vocabulary and structures that are 
appropriate for formal writing 

• Use passive verbs 

• Use the perfect form of verbs (time & cause) 

• Use expanded noun phrases to convey 
complicated information concisely 

• Use modal verbs or adverbs (degrees of 
possibility) 

• Use relative clauses beginning with who, 
which, where, when, whose 

• Learn the grammar for Years 5 & 6  

• Discuss the effective use of grammar in 
pupils’ own writing 

• use Standard English as needed in writing 
and in relatively formal speaking  
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https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/English_Appendix_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf
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 Punctuation Y1 Punctuation Y2 Punctuation Y3/4 Punctuation Y5/6 
This shows when concepts should be introduced first, not necessarily when they should be completely understood. It is very important, therefore, that the content in earlier years be revisited in subsequent years to 
consolidate knowledge and build on pupils’ understanding. Teachers should also go beyond the content set out here if they feel it is appropriate. 
 

 
 

• Begin to punctuate sentences 
using a capital letter and a full 
stop, question mark or 
exclamation mark 

• Use capital letter for names of 
people, places, days of the week & 
personal pronoun ‘I’ 

 

• Use both familiar and new punctuation 
correctly, including: full stops, capital 
letters, exclamation marks, question 
marks, commas for lists and apostrophes 
(for possession and contraction) 

 

• Use inverted commas to indicate direct 
speech 

• Use commas after fronted adverbials 

• Use other punctuation in direct speech 

• Use apostrophes to mark plural possession 

 

• Use commas to clarify meaning 

• Use hyphens to avoid confusion 

• Use brackets, dashes or commas (indicate 
parenthesis) 

• Use semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark 
boundaries between independent clauses 

• Use a colon (to introduce a list) 

• Punctuate bullet points consistently 
 

 

APPLICATION OF WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM 
 

 

Fluency in the English language is an essential foundation for success in all subjects.  

• Teachers should develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, writing and vocabulary as integral aspects of the teaching of every subject 

• English is both a subject in its own right and the medium for teaching; it provides access to the whole curriculum   

• It is particularly important to induct pupils into the language which defines each subject in its own right, such as accurate mathematical and scientific language 
 

MATHEMATICS 
The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are key factors in developing their mathematical vocabulary and presenting justification, argument or proof - teachers should 
ensure that pupils build secure foundations by using discussion to probe and remedy their misconceptions. 
 

Application across the curriculum 
Y1 

Application across the curriculum   
Y2 

Application across the curriculum   
Y3/4 

Application across the curriculum   
Y5/6 

  

MATHEMATICS 
• Write numbers from 1 to 20 in 

numerals and words 

• Solve simple concrete problems 

• Solve one-step problems  

• Sequence events in 
chronological order using 
language, e.g. first, today, 
afternoon etc. 

MATHEMATICS 
• Write numbers to at least 100 in 

numerals and in words 

• Solve one-step problems 

• Write fractions of a length, shape, set of 
objects or quantity 

• Write the time to five minutes, including 
quarter past/to 

MATHEMATICS 
• Write numbers up to 1000 in numerals and 

in words  

• Solve a range of problems (one-step and 
two-step) in contexts 

• Develop mathematical reasoning  

• Write the time; use vocabulary such as 
o’clock, a.m. /p.m., morning, afternoon 
etc. 

MATHEMATICS 
• Develop the ability to solve a wider range of 

problems, including increasingly complex 
properties of numbers and arithmetic 

• Solve multi-step problems in contexts, 
deciding which operations and methods to 
use and why  

• Spell and pronounce mathematical 
vocabulary correctly 
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• Compare, describe and solve 
practical problems for 
measurements 

• Use the language of position, 
direction and motion 

• Spell mathematical vocabulary, 
at a level consistent with their 
increasing word reading and 
spelling knowledge at KS 1 

• Incorporate spelling relevant 
words from the Y1 common 
exception words, e.g. some, one, 
full etc. 

• Write names for shapes that are 
appropriate for their word reading  

• Use mathematical language to describe 
position, direction and movement 

• Record, interpret, collate, organise and 
compare information  

• Spell mathematical vocabulary, at a level 
consistent with their increasing word 
reading and spelling knowledge at KS 1 

• Incorporate spelling relevant words from 
the Y2 common exception words, e.g. 
past, hour, whole etc. 

 

• Describe the properties of 2-D and 3-D 
shapes using accurate language  

• Interpret and present data in many 
contexts 

• Solve simple measure and money 
problems involving fractions and decimals  

• Spell mathematical vocabulary correctly 
and confidently, using their growing word 
reading knowledge 

• Incorporate spelling relevant words from 
the Y3/4 spelling list, e.g. eight/eighth, 
quarter, height etc. 

• Use all four operations to solve problems 
involving measure  

• Describe the properties of shapes and 
explain how unknown angles and lengths 
can be derived from known measurements – 
learn the vocabulary they need to describe 
them 

• Complete information in tables, including 
timetables 

• Incorporate spelling relevant words from the 
Y5/6 spelling list, e.g. average, symbol, 
twelfth etc. 

SCIENCE 
Pupils should be able to describe associated processes and key characteristics in common language, but they should also be familiar with, and use, technical terminology accurately and 
precisely. They should build up an extended specialist vocabulary. 
The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are key factors in developing their scientific vocabulary and articulating scientific concepts clearly and precisely. 

Application across the curriculum   

Y1 
Application across the curriculum   

Y2 
Application across the curriculum   

Y3/4 
Application across the curriculum   

Y5/6 
SCIENCE 
• Spell scientific vocabulary at a 

level consistent with their 
increasing spelling knowledge 

• With help, they should record 
and communicate their findings 
in a range of ways and begin to 
use simple scientific language  

• Draw diagrams  

• Keep records 

• Identify and name 

• Describe and compare 

• Identify and label 

• Observe and describe 

• Incorporate spelling relevant 
words from the Y1 common 

SCIENCE 
• Spell scientific vocabulary at a level 

consistent with their increasing spelling 
knowledge 

• With help, they should record and 
communicate their findings in a range of 
ways and begin to use simple scientific 
language 

• Identify and name 

• Describe 

• Become familiar  

• Construct   

• Observe and record, with some accuracy 

• Identify and compare 

• Observe, identify and classify 

SCIENCE 
• Spell scientific vocabulary correctly and 

with confidence, using their spelling 
knowledge 

• Draw simple conclusions and use some 
scientific language, first, to talk about and, 
later, to write about what they have found 
out  

• Gather, record, classify and present data in 
a variety of ways to help  answer questions 

• Record findings using simple scientific 
language, drawings, labelled diagrams, 
keys, bar charts, and tables 

• Report on findings from enquiries, 
including oral and written explanations, 

SCIENCE 

• Spell and pronounce scientific vocabulary 
correctly 

• Explore and talk about their ideas; asking 
their own questions about scientific 
phenomena; and analysing functions, 
relationships and interactions more 
systematically   

• Select the most appropriate ways to answer 
science questions using different types of 
scientific enquiry, including observing 
changes over different periods of time, 
noticing patterns, grouping and classifying 
things, carrying out comparative and fair 
tests 
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exception words, e.g. some, one, 
full etc. 

 

• Incorporate spelling relevant words from 
the Y2 common exception words, e.g. 
gold, grass, water etc. 

 

displays or presentations of results and 
conclusions 

• Draw simple conclusions, make predictions 
and raise further questions 

• Use relevant scientific language to discuss 
their ideas and communicate their findings 
in ways that are appropriate for different 
audiences 

• Describe  

• Construct and interpret  

• Research to explore and classify 

• Describe in simple terms  

• Raise and answer questions  

• look for patterns  

• Compare  

• Develop simple descriptions  

• Identify 

• Incorporate spelling relevant words from 
the Y3/4 spelling list, e.g. exercise, 
experiment, strength etc. 

 

• Record data and results of increasing 
complexity using scientific diagrams and 
labels, classification keys, tables, scatter 
graphs, bar and line graphs 

• Report and present findings from enquiries, 
including conclusions, causal relationships 
and explanations of and degree of trust in 
results, in oral and written forms such as 
displays and other presentations 

• Use relevant scientific language and 
illustrations to discuss, communicate and 
justify their scientific ideas and should talk 
about how scientific ideas have developed 
over time  

• Decide how to record data from a choice of 
familiar approaches; look for different causal 
relationships in their data and identify 
evidence that refutes or supports their ideas 

• Identify, classify and describe  

• Identify patterns  

• Give reasons  

• Research 

• Describe functions 

• Build a more systematic understanding 

• Explore and compare 

• Build on what they learned 

• Analyse  

• Construct 

• Incorporate spelling relevant words from the 
Y5/6 spelling list, e.g. environment, 
temperature, variety etc.  
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APPLICATION ACROSS THE CURRICULUM 
Key stage 1   

APPLICATION ACROSS THE CURRICULUM 
Key stage 2 

ART 
Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-quality art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them with the 
knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. Pupils should know how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the 
culture, creativity and wealth of our nation. 
 

ART 
• Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design  

• Be taught about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the 
differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links 
to their own work 

ART 
• Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

• Be taught about great artists, architects and designers in history 

 

 

COMPUTING 
The core of computing is computer science, in which pupils are taught the principles of information and computation, how digital systems work, and how to put this knowledge to use through 
programming. It ensures that pupils become digitally literate – able to use, and express themselves and develop their ideas through, information and communication technology. 
 

COMPUTING 
• Ensure that pupils become digitally literate 

• Use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve digital 
content  

 

COMPUTING 
• Ensure that pupils become digitally literate 

• Use search technologies effectively 

• Design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals 
• Understand computer networks including the internet, and the opportunities they offer 

for communication and collaboration  
Select, use and combine a variety of software on a range of digital devices to design and 
create a range of programs, systems and content that accomplish given goals, including 
collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and information  

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
Pupils learn how to take risks, becoming resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable citizens. Through the evaluation of past and present design and technology, they develop a critical 
understanding of its impact on daily life and the wider world. All pupils develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform everyday tasks confidently and to participate 
successfully in an increasingly technological world.  

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

• Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, drawing, 
templates, mock-ups and, where appropriate, information and communication technology  

• Explore and evaluate a range of existing products  
 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
• Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through discussion, annotated 

sketches, cross-sectional and exploded diagrams, prototypes, pattern pieces and 
computer-aided design  
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Cooking and nutrition 
• Use the basic principles of a healthy and varied diet to prepare dishes 

• Understand where food comes from  

• Pupils learn how to take risks, becoming resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable 
citizens 

• Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and consider the views 
of others to improve their work  

Cooking and nutrition 
• Understand and apply the principles of a healthy and varied diet and learn how to cook 

• Understand seasonality, and know where and how, ingredients are grown, reared, caught 
and processed 

• Pupils learn how to take risks, becoming resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable 
citizens 

GEOGRAPHY 
Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and 
human processes. 
Pupils should collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes; and interpret a 
range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems. They should communicate geographical information 
in a variety of ways, including writing at length. 

GEOGRAPHY 
• Use basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography 

• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and 
its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment 

 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
• Interpret a range of sources of geographical information 

• Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, and human geography 

• Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features 
in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies 

HISTORY 
Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. It aims to ensure that all pupils:  know and 
understand the history of these islands; know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world; and gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms 
such as ‘empire’.  

Pupils should understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, 
analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses. 

HISTORY 
• Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time 

• Use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms 

• Use parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key 
features of events 

 

HISTORY 
• Use parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key 

features of events 

• Note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of 
historical terms 

• Devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and 
significance 

• Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of 
relevant historical information 
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LANGUAGES 

Teaching should enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. It should also provide 
opportunities for them to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great literature in the original language. 
Aims to ensure that pupils can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt; and discover and develop an 
appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied.  

 
Optional at KS1 

LANGUAGES 

• Enable pupils to understand and communicate ideas, facts and feelings in speech and 
writing, focused on familiar and routine matters, using their knowledge of phonology, 
grammatical structures and vocabulary  

• Write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas 
clearly, describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing  

• Understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied and apply to build 
sentences; say how these differ from or are similar to English  

MUSIC 
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. It should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase 
their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. 

MUSIC 
• Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, 

styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians  

• Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes  

MUSIC 
• Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, 

styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians  

• Develop an understanding of the history of music  

P.E. 
Inspires all pupils to succeed and excel in competitive sport and other physically-demanding activities. It should provide opportunities for pupils to become physically confident in a way which 
supports their health and fitness. Opportunities to compete in sport and other activities build character and help to embed values such as fairness and respect. 

P.E. 

• Develop fundamental movement skills, become increasingly competent and confident and 
access a broad range of opportunities to extend their agility, balance and coordination, 
individually and with others  

• Master basic movements, develop balance, agility and co-ordination, and begin to apply 
these in a range of activities  

• Participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and defending  

• Lead healthy, active lives  

 

P.E. 
• Continue to apply and develop a broader range of skills, learning how to use them in 

different ways and to link them to make actions and sequences of movement  

• Enjoy communicating, collaborating and competing with each other 

• Develop an understanding of how to improve in different physical activities and sports and 
learn how to evaluate and recognise their own success 

• Take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both individually and within a 
team  

• Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 
achieve their personal best.  

• Lead healthy, active lives  
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For pupils who are not at the expected stage for English: 
 

 
Year 1 – Pupils should continue to follow the Early Years Foundation Stage to develop their word reading, spelling and language skills. However, these pupils should follow the 
Year 1 programme of study in terms of the books they listen to and discuss (to develop grammar and vocabulary). If they struggle to decode and spell, they urgently need to do 
this through a systematic and rigorous phonics catch-up programme. 
 

 
Year 2 – Pupils who do not have the phonic knowledge and skills they need for Year 2 should use the year 1 programmes of study for word reading and spelling. However, 
teachers should use the Year 2 programme of study for comprehension so that these pupils hear and talk about new books, poems, other writing, and vocabulary with the rest of 
the class. If they struggle to decode and spell they urgently need to do this through a systematic and rigorous phonics catch-up programme. 
 

 
Year 3/4 – If pupils struggle to decode and spell they urgently need to do this through a systematic and rigorous phonics programme so they can catch up rapidly with their peers. 
As far as possible, these pupils should follow the Year 3 and 4 programme of study in terms of listening to new books, hearing and learning new vocabulary and grammatical 
structures with the rest of the class.  
 

 
Year 5/6 – If pupils struggle to decode and spell they urgently need to do this through a systematic and rigorous phonics programme so they can catch up rapidly with their peers. 
However, as far as possible, these pupils should follow the Year 5 and 6 programme of study in terms of listening to books and other writing that they have not come across 
before, hearing and learning new vocabulary and grammatical structures with the rest of the class. 
 

 


